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Excellence, Wisdom, Mercy, Honesty, Charity, Diversity & Respect

Farewell from Ustaadh Majid
As the days get longer after a long and at times bleak winter, this newsletter represents my
final official message to the school community. After 6 years and 3 months (to be precise!) I will be
venturing into Headship at Gatton Muslim Primary school in South London, confident in the
knowledge that this school is in a good position to forge onwards under the Headship of my Deputy,
Ustaadh Shah.
When I arrived in January 2015 the school was a different place, the strong values and love of
Islam that underpinned the school’s raison d'être, always persisted. There had been, however, a few
years of turbulence preceding my arrival. I recall in the early days children used to ask me “When are
you leaving?“ I am glad those questions dissipated as we collectively worked towards making the
school the fantastic place it is today.
I want to place on record my thanks to all of the stakeholders at this school, to the Chair of
Governors, Shaykh Yusuf Hansa, the other governors (both past and present), the Trust Head office
staff, school colleagues, parents and of course the children. I want to thank you all for making my
time here so enjoyable, there will be so many endearing memories. In return I hope you will
acknowledge that I strived to ensure this school fulfils its mission,
“… to inspire our students to achieve excellence in their learning and Islamic character, enriching and
serving wider society.”
Some core values have always underpinned all that we have done at the school, placing Islam at the
heart, making the school a fun place to be for children, believing in the capacity for all to improve
through a growth mindset, and valuing good manners at all times. As I move on I pray that these values endure and that the school community goes onto achieve amazing things in this life but most
importantly in the hereafter. I will also take this opportunity to ask for forgiveness for wherever I
have fallen short.
I’ll leave you with a timely reminder about the real aim for us all. Rabee ibn Kab (ra) was a companion of the Prophet Mohammed (sal’Allah alayhi wa salam) who used to be extremely poor. He used
to spend his days and nights at the service of the Prophet (sal’Allah alayhi wa salam). One day the
Prophet Mohammed (sal’Allah alayhi wa salam) told him to ask for whatever he wished. After much
reflection he came back to the Prophet (sal’Allah alayhi wa salam) and said “I want your companionship in Jannah.”
May Allah reunite us all together with the Prophet Mohammed (sal’Allah alayhi wa salam) in
Jannah. Ameen
All praise is due to Allah. May His peace and blessings be upon His final messenger and his
companions and all those that follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgement. Ameen.
Ustaadh Majid -1st April 2021

Don’t forget we are back to school on Monday 12th April 2021. Gates open at 8.20am

Days of Lockdown…
This lockdown has been a mountain of
emotions,
With its ups and downs losing some of
Allah’s beautiful creations.
Spending time with my family was fun,
Going to the park everyday for a run.
Connecting with friends via Zoom,
Who I will see at school very soon.

Covid has taught us to stay happy and positive,
That will turn into memories and stories to
give.
By Abdullah Hussain Year 4

Lockdown with Reception
Online Learning
The Reception children were working exceptionally well during their
phonics, literacy and numeracy
zoom lessons. The Reception team
are so proud of all the progress that
the children have made under these
difficult circumstances.

During Mental Health Week, the children reflected on their own
worries & wrote about what they could do to help diminish
them. Cupcakes were baked for grandma in the story of ‘Little
Red’ and children explored art and maths together with minibeasts & symmetry.

Beverages in the Lockdown
The children have been on an adventurous mission, drinking a variety of appetizing beverages at home. Some of their taste buds went through the roof
when trying ginger beer for the first time. Whilst others created their own
smoothie recipe & challenged themselves to make hot chocolate in the
kitchen independently.

The EYFS Team would like to thank all the parents/carers
for all their
help and support during the lockdown.

During the lockdown period, the children have been
learning about different
types of materials. We also
learnt about plants and
what they need to make
them grow big and tall.

In Literacy, we have been
reading Send for a Superhero
by Michael Rosen and we
created our very own comic
books.
In Science we were learning all about
plants! We planted our very own seeds
and watched them grow very tall! We
also visited parks and looked for different types of flowers, we had so much
fun!

In DT, we have been creating our own homes, we
used lots of different
shapes of cardboard boxes
to make the houses.

Makkah Year 1 had lots of fun activities to
keep them busy this Spring lockdown.

LITERACY
They carried out role plays and
acting as part of Literacy. They also
made comic books of their own.

ART
In Art we were discovering
how to use natural materials
for our projects in the topic of
Earth Art.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Makkah worked on a Homes project
during lockdown in their own homes.
Here is an example of a fantastic inside of a house, including the furniture!

Year 2’s Amazing
Spring 2021!
Literacy

Art– Henri Rousseau

Year 2 have been exploring a range of texts in the Spring
term. We have looked at adventure stories to deeply
emotional ones– from The Minpins by Roald Dahl to If all
the World Were by Joseph Coelho. We looked into the
theme of the stories and created some beautiful pieces of
work. Our stories have brought to life the images of wild
forest and monsters that blow orange and red fire
through their noses. Our heroes have been small children
with great imagination and an affinity to use animals as
their companions. It has been the most wonderful time
for us to escape into our imaginative worlds.

This term we have been expanding on our previous skills while learning about a Parisian Artist
who used his love of nature to inspire his work.
Breathing in the fascination, we have replicated
his work using similar and different techniques.
We started by using oil and pastel crayons to draw
nature to later using tissue paper and card to create a collage. Nature is so full of green leaves and
flowers of all kinds that it was most relaxing to
create.

Science– Protecting the Earth

Numeracy– Shapes

This term we have been looking at the Earth
and understanding what changes have been
taking place like the ice caps melting, deforestation and the warmer atmosphere. These
concerns allowed us to identify what is causing all these issues and how we may go
about resolving it. We learnt new vocabulary
and created posters to show everyone what
changes we could make to ensure a better
future.

From the beginning of the term we have
changed topics from adding and subtracting
to more practical math work. We have been
exploring different shapes and measuring
different lengths. It was so much fun playing
with 2D and 3D shapes. Looking for the different vertices and counting the edges. It has
been a fun term and shapes continue to fascinate us.

Science
We have been learning about ‘States of Matter’ and
understanding the differences between solids, liquids and gases, classifying objects and identifying
their properties. Have a look at some of the fun experiments we did at home during lockdown.

Literacy learning: Escape from Pompeii
This story is about Mount Vesuvius that erupts
destroying the city of Pompeii. We created our
own 3D volcanoes and newspaper reports to describe the events that took place.

Geography

We were finding out all about what a rainforest is
and where they are found. We created our very
own colourful rainforests, explaining the different
layers and what animals can be found there. Can
you spot any?

In this Investigation we looked at how some elements
behave unexpectedly. We made an oobleck! Using
cornflour, food colouring and water.

In this experiment we made a lava lamp, we were investigating whether the density of the liquid affect its
ability to mix with others. The following ingredients
were used; golden syrup, vegetable oil, maple syrup /
honey and food colouring.

Year 4
Lockdown Diaries
Year 4 pupils have been very busy this Spring Term. Despite Lockdown, they
have worked really hard and produced amazing work and projects. Well
done to all our hard-working kids who have put so much effort in their
online learning. From showing off their baking talents in DT to wacky science experiments and presentations and interviews, here are some of their
creations! Big thank you to all the parents for their support!

World Book Day

Kahoot Quiz Winners
Congratulations to Zakariya
Hussain for winning the foundation subject quiz on Kahoot! Well
done to Maariyah Jiwani and Zakariya Said, the runner-ups, who
showed good knowledge and
speed in answering the questions
based on foundation topics.

Alhamdulillah, we are thankful that the children managed to celebrate World Book
Day back at school with their friends. Miss Zahraa and Miss Aaliya kindly taught the
class how to make mini books and Miss Rahmah won the mini book writing competition as she started off a fantastic short story. Mr Zakariya Said and Miss Yusayrah won
best costumes. Congratulations to you all! Well done!

Winners
of
Best
Costumes

Year 5’s Learning Journey
A fresh start in September, getting back to routine,
playing with our friends, finally away from a screen.
Hand sanitiser being squirted left and right,
We listened and adapted with all of our might.
Getting our handwriting back up to scratch,
golden time galore, we love a good football match!
We took a little detour, when our bubble popped.
Online learning again, back onto Zoom we hopped.
We jumped into place value, conjunctions & attempted to sew,
Inferring, forces & biomes — we really started to grow.

Dabbling with paints, making brilliant Chinese art,
Having a growth mind set gave us a great head-start,
December came & bought us another lockdown.
We started online lessons, feeling a bit down,
However we persevered with our routine— fractions, diary entries and
state of matter,
Quizzes, Mosaics, Tarbiyyah, Quran & breaks full of chatter!
Small group sessions to help us stay on track and thrive,
Words of motivation, funny videos and tuition from Learning Hive.
We end this term full of new strategies, facts, & aims,
We make Dua for a blissful summer term, full of fun & games!

My Lockdown Experience…
Lockdown has been tiring, boring and
sad for most of us, and I am no exception. However, although we may not
notice it, there have been some benefits. I am going to tell you about my
lockdown and what I did in it.
First of all, I just want to point out
exactly how many Zoom calls I had
every day. I had a million Zoom calls
every day.
Literally. One. Million.
It was like this: 1hr Zoom call; 15minute break; 2hr Zoom call; lunch;
one Seesaw task; and that’s it for
school. We also had lots of Zoom calls
for other things as well e.g. family and
friends. I’ve talked about Zoom calls
enough now, so here is a picture of
me doing a science experiment. Can
you guess the experiment?

A Skill that I have developed during
lockdown…
During lockdown I learnt how to make many
different vegan bakes and goodies, I am allergic to
many things so I often bake myself vegan goodies.
I thoroughly enjoy baking and throughout lockdown I had a chance to bake and learn new techniques. I baked cookies, brownies, different types
of cupcakes and cakes, cinnamon rolls and much
more. You may think vegan recipes are tasteless
however, they are actually delicious. . -Rumaysa
Mustafa

A talent that I developed over lockdown…
I learnt more gymnastic tricks! They are tricky to
do but I love practising different holds!
-Hafsa Abdul– Qadir

We were lucky enough to play in the snow this year too!

- Ayyub Mirza

World Book Day 2021
We had lots of fun during world book day and really enjoyed listening to the author of The Best Dua
- Mariya Bint Rehan. We have all been motivated to pursue writing novels! Insha Allah.

Assalamu alaykum dear parents and carers,
I pray that all of you are well InshaAllah.
It has been a very challenging year for everyone and as a school we have learnt so much about ourselves and what we are able to achieve under very trying circumstances. We should be very proud of
our ability to try new things, to make mistakes, to learn from them, and to continue striving. There may
be some who have lost loved ones in the last year; I ask Allah to reunite you in Jannah til firdous together for eternity. Ameen.

Teachers, parents, the SLT and the Governing Board have all tried in the last year to facilitate teaching
and learning for our children as well as support their mental health and the wellbeing of our parents,
staff and pupils alike.
This has not been easy, and we should be very proud to be part of a school, that in many ways was pioneering in the online learning platforms that were delivered at the beginning of lockdown down nearly
one year ago. All of this requires your support as parents, and the Governing Board would like to say
Jazakullahukhair to all of you. You have supported us and encouraged us to continue to strive for the
best outcomes for our children. And frankly; you have been the real heroes. Jazakullahukhair.
The Governing Board met three times in lockdown, most recently a full board meeting at the beginning
of March 2021. Many things were discussed as well as much reflection upon the previous year, upon
ourselves, upon the impact that the pandemic left and the continued impact on all of us. We will continue to reflect and review as time goes on.
With Ramadhan around the corner, it looks like this year will also be a very unique Ramadhan, however Alhumdolilah we are able to attend the Mosques and able to send our children to school for a few
weeks of Ramadhan, as we normally would. Noor Ul Islam Primary School is a beautiful place to be during Ramadhan and for our children it always is a wonderful experience.
We have had some changes in our SLT and to the Governing Board itself.
We would like to warmly welcome Ustaadh Shah, who was appointed after a very rigorous recruitment
process, as the new Head teacher. We know that he brings a wealth of experience with him, and as a
familiar face to all of you, he will also anchor the school as we continue to steer our path through the
pandemic.
We also want to say a farewell to Ustaadh Majid. Ustaadh has overseen the growth and change of Noor
Ul Islam Primary School. He has encouraged and facilitated a new set of leaders within our teaching
staff and this has meant that as he moves on, those whom he has mentored and trained will now be
able to continue the growth of our school. We are very grateful to him for all he has done and we wish
him well in his next new adventure. We hope that Ustaadh Majid will continue to be part of Noor Ul
Islam Primary School as we benefit from his advice guidance and support. Fi Amanillah Ustaadh, and
Jazakullahukhair.

We also would like to warmly welcome the Interim Deputies of Ms Sadia and Ms Nusrat. Both highly experienced, valuable teachers in their own right, they will now utilise their skills to the management of
the school.
We would like to take this opportunity to also welcome new staff members that started at the beginning
of the academic year but due to circumstances a Governor Newsletter was not issued at the end of last
term. Welcome to our new head of Islamic Studies, Ustaadh Eshan. I'm sure that the last two terms have
shown him how wonderful our school is and how how the Islamic Studies department is a solid foundation of our school. Islamic studies underpins everything that we do in our school and I'm sure that
Ustaadh Eshan has been made to feel welcome by all staff, parents and children.
We have had some new Governors join our board, as they have moved from Associate Members of Sub
Committees, into being full board members. We welcome Mariam Akhter, Fakruz Zaman and Afshan
Killedaar. We also have a new Clerk to the Governors, Sr Tahura Hussel, whom some of you may remember as a TA and admin staff member. We are grateful that our board is strengthened and we continue to
strive together InshaAllah.
As the pandemic continues we do not know what the future will bring but we do know that InshaAllah
Noor Ul Islam will be ready to face the challenges with resilience, cooperation and strength. Together,
parents, staff, pupils and Governors work together to make the School a place that our children want to
be in.
Finally, as we did not get a chance to express this before, and although he left at the end of the last academic year, I personally would like to say farewell to Ustaadh Ishaaq. He has left his mark on Noor Ul Islam in more ways than one. His is a true legacy, one that will continue long after we move on, InshaAllah. His 20 years of service to the school is not forgotten, and although he does not want our thanks, I
am sure that he will want our duas. May Allah reward him for every drop of sweat that he shed for the
sake of Allah. Ameen
The Governing Board would like to thank all parents and carers, staff and pupils for all their support over
the last year and we hope that Allah will show us the fruits of our efforts in this life and the next.
Ameen.
Please remember us in your duas.
Jabeen Zaidi
Secretary to the Chair of Governors
Noor Ul Islam Primary School

Fascinating Facts

Reminders:

"The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy
dog" uses every letter in the English language.

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported
that the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
“When Ramadan enters, the gates of Paradise are
opened, the gates of Hellfire are closed and the devils are
chained.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Camels have three eyelids to protect themselves from the blowing desert sand.

A short poem written by Ustaadh Majid our
Headteacher to the school community!

As I enter the last few hours of my 6 years and 3
months at Noor Ul Islam Primary School
I thought I'd jot down a final few words to ensure
I left you something super cool!
To the Aishas, Fatimas, Khadijahs and Maryams
To the Mohammeds, Zakariyyas, Abdullahs and
Hamzas
To ALL the pupils that have passed my way.
I hope you say Ustaadh Majid helped me during
my school days.
Your questions, your curiosity, your passion to
learn
All children need to strive for and yearn.
You've amazed me with your special akhlaq
A path from which I hope you never disembark.
For all my brothers and sisters, from today and
all the yesterdays.
My dearest colleagues at NUIPS you made my
time here amazing in so many ways.
As we traversed both land and sea
Sharing moments in our school’s epic journey
From numbers, phonic sounds and live sessions
on zoom
We dealt with it despite the presence of COVID
doom
I thank you for your support, laughter and friendship.
Bon voyage to you for the next part of the trip!

To all the caring parents,
You entrusted me with your children,
Teaching them to keep strong through life’s cauldron
We strived to help them grow, spoonful by spoonful.
I pray we can sit back and relax in awe at the efforts so
fruitful
For all the governors,
I pray that Allah accepts from all of you,
your great efforts, with Him is the reward that is rightly
due.
Inshaa’Allah to His pleasure and care
In Jannah I hope we shall all fare.
As I move on to pastures new,
be sure I will reminisce (more times than a few!)
fun runs, bake sales and boat races
Competing with each other for the top places
Quran recitation morning, afternoon and evening
Leaving the Noor Ul Islam family gleaning
Shining light on all that choose to share
Their life to give others care.
I remind you in going above and beyond we should have
no equal.
For in this life there isn't a sequel.
Sound intentions and efforts righteous
will lead to success that should drive us
As I walk through the doors as your Headteacher for the
final time I ask you all to forgive me if I have to you, ever
wronged.
You have all inspired me to grow and move on.
As we proceed to our horizon, towards the serene blue
sea, to the warm glow of the shining sun.
Remember Allah with your hearts, tongues and limbs for
He is the Eternal, the Self-Sufficient, The One.
Duas, love and best wishes to each other
Majid, your Ustaadh your brother.
April 1st 2021

